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ABSA building awarded EPC certificate,
leading the way in energy performance compliance
Every company and building owner has a role to play in South Africa’s drive to curb carbon
emissions. With climate change a looming threat, energy efficiency measures must be
adopted across the board – especially considering South Africa’s coal-dominant energy sector.
In December 2020, the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) gazetted
‘Regulations for the Mandatory Display and Submission of Energy Performance Certificates
for Buildings’. Under these regulations, buildings in South Africa must have their energy
performance assessed by an accredited party, who then issues an EPC, which rates the
building from A – G for energy efficiency. At least a D-rating must be achieved, to be compliant
with the minimum energy efficiency requirements contained in the national Building
Regulations. As an agency for the DMRE, the South African National Energy Development
Institute (SANEDI) has been tasked with developing, hosting and maintaining the National
Energy Performance Building Register in terms of the regulations. Absa has been a pioneer in
this regard, being the first bank to achieve compliance with the country’s new building energy
performance regulations.
Edwin Mavhungu, Vice President: Energy and Systems at Absa, says the recognition is further
proof of Absa’s commitment to play its part in reducing carbon emissions. “We are delighted
that the Absa Oude Bloemhof Building in Stellenbosch has received an Energy Performance
Certificate (EPC) after a comprehensive building energy performance assessment in
accordance with SANS 1544. With a C-rating, the building performs above average and
complies with the new government regulations. We will be looking to improve on this rating
in the future, in line with our Road to Green strategy.”

SANEDI’s Barry Bredenkamp, General Manager Energy Efficiency & Corporate
Communications explains: “Buildings have until December 2022 to comply with the new
building energy efficiency regulation. Once issued, an EPC must be displayed at the building’s
entrance and needs to be renewed every five years, giving building owners the opportunity
to improve their energy performance during that period.”
Bidvest Facilities Management’s Executive: Energy Management and Sustainability, Onisms
Manyewe says that this EPC is just one of many ways through which Bidvest Facilities
Management is supporting Absa to effectively operationalize its Environmental Action Plan
and achieve its 2030 Net Zero commitments. “We believe that in the fight against climate
change, it is important to lead by example. The EPC regulations are a clear commitment by
government to curb carbon emissions, and we support this initiative.” “We look forward to
continuing with the EPC assessment process for Absa’s portfolio, and finding ways to improve
its energy performance ratings in the coming years so that we can make a meaningful
contribution towards a greener South Africa,” adds Kgomotso Jaca, Energy and Green Building
Specialist for Bidvest Facilities Management, who has been working closely with Energy
Management and Validation Services (EMVS) in this programme.
The EPC regulations apply to non-residential buildings with a net floor area of at least 2000
m2 in the private sector (schools, malls, theatres, etc.) and 1000 m 2 for government buildings.
For the purposes of the EPC, a building’s energy performance is measured in terms of kilowatt
hours per square metre per annum (kWh/m 2/pa) of net floor area in accordance with the
National EPC Standard (SANS 1544). The certificate must be issued by a SANAS accredited
inspection body, in this case, EMVS.
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About SANEDI
The South African National Energy Development Institute (SANEDI), established by the
Government, directs, monitors and conducts applied energy research to develop innovative,
integrated solutions to catalyse growth and prosperity in the green economy. It drives
scientific evidence-driven ventures that contribute to youth empowerment, gender equity,
environmental sustainability and the 4 th Industrial Revolution, within the National
Development Plan (NDP), through consultative, sustainable energy projects. For more
information, go to www.sanedi.org.za.

About ABSA
Absa Group Limited (‘Absa Group’) is listed on the Johannesburg Stock Exchange and is one
of Africa’s largest diversified financial services groups. Absa Group offers an integrated set of
products and services across personal and business banking, corporate and investment
banking, wealth and investment management and insurance.
Absa operates in 14 countries. The Group owns majority stakes in banks in Botswana, Ghana,
Kenya, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles, South Africa, Tanzania (Absa Bank Tanzania and
National Bank of Commerce), Uganda and Zambia and has insurance operations in Botswana,
Kenya, Mozambique, South Africa and Zambia. Absa also has representative offices in
Namibia and Nigeria, and securities entities in the United Kingdom and the United States.
For further information about Absa Group Limited, please visit www.absa.africa
About Bidvest Facilities Management
Bidvest Facilities Management forms part of the Service Division and is housed within the
Facilities Services cluster. With almost 2 decades of experience within the facilities
management sector, Bidvest Facilities Management is renowned for having the most
competent technical skills and experience within the sector covering all aspects of facilities
management services generally, mechanical and electrical maintenance, engineering,
environmental health & safety, energy and project management. For more information, go
to www.bidvestfacilitiesmanagement.co.za

About EMVS
EMVS is one of the leading Measurement and Verification (M&V) companies in South Africa,
established in 2012, they are accredited by SANAS as an Inspection Body for Energy
Performance Certificates (EPCs). For more information, go to www.emvs.co.za or contact
epc@emvs.co.za.

