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MEDIA RELEASE 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
Date: 25 November 2025 

SANEDI RESPONDS TO ALLEGATIONS MADE IN OH ALLEGEDLY PODCAST ON G20 PROCUREMENT 

The South African Na�onal Energy Development Ins�tute (SANEDI) has noted the nega�ve content 
published by the OH Allegedly Podcast on 23 November 2025 regarding procurement ac�vi�es rela�ng 
to the G20 Energy Transi�ons Working Group (ETWG). The allega�ons made are inaccurate and 
misrepresent the facts surrounding SANEDI’s mandate and role within the Department of Energy and 
Electricity (DEE). 

SANEDI’s Mandate and Role under the Department of Energy and Electricity 

SANEDI is a Schedule 3A public en�ty repor�ng to the Department of Energy and Electricity (DEE). Its 
core mandate includes energy research, innova�on, policy support, and coordina�ng strategic 
na�onal energy programmes. 

In 2024, the DEE appointed SANEDI as the Secretariat for the G20 Energy Transi�ons Working Group 
under South Africa’s G20 Presidency. This appointment reflects SANEDI’s proven exper�se in providing 
technical coordina�on, facilita�ng mul�-stakeholder engagements, and suppor�ng the country’s 
leadership in global energy transi�on discussions. 

As the ETWG Secretariat, SANEDI was tasked with: 

• Facilita�ng stakeholder engagements with government, state-owned en��es, industry, 
academia, and interna�onal partners. 

• Coordina�ng all ETWG ac�vi�es to support South Africa’s strategic role in shaping the global 
energy transi�on agenda. 

• Providing administra�ve and technical support to ensure alignment with na�onal priori�es 
and interna�onal best prac�ce. 

Clarifica�on on G20 Procurement Allega�ons 

The OH Allegedly Podcast made claims that SANEDI irregularly issued tenders for audiovisual 
equipment, promo�onal materials, and logis�cs services, and that these ac�vi�es were not aligned 
to proper budget or procurement processes. 
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These allega�ons are false. 

All procurement related to G20 ETWG ac�vi�es including audiovisual support, branding, logis�cs, 
and other event-related services was undertaken strictly in accordance with SANEDI procurement 
process, Na�onal Treasury Regula�ons and within the approved DEE budget allocated for G20 
ac�vi�es. 

Key facts are as follows: 

• SANEDI, as the appointed Secretariat, was responsible for implemen�ng logis�cal and 
technical support for ETWG ac�vi�es, as mandated by the DEE. 

• All procurement processes followed were fully compliant, compe��ve, transparent, and 
supported by proper documenta�on as required by the Public Finance Management Act 
(PFMA) and applicable Na�onal Treasury Instruc�ons. 

• No procurement was conducted outside of SANEDI’s delegated authority or outside the 
approved DEE budget. 

• The DEE provided the budget for these ac�vi�es, and SANEDI executed procurement on its 
behalf in its capacity as Secretariat. 

• Internal audits and oversight structures remain in place, ensuring that all processes meet 
governance and compliance standards. 

SANEDI remains commited to upholding the highest standards of governance, financial integrity, and 
transparency. As a public ins�tu�on entrusted with advancing South Africa’s sustainable energy 
development , SANEDI operates under strict oversight from the DEE, Na�onal Treasury, and the 
Auditor-General. 

The organisa�on encourages responsible journalism and urges media pla�orms to verify informa�on 
with official sources before publishing allega�ons that may mislead the public. 

SANEDI will con�nue fulfilling its mandate to support South Africa’s leadership in the global energy 
transi�on. Our focus remains on advancing energy security, promo�ng a just and inclusive transi�on, 
and strengthening regional and interna�onal coopera�on for sustainable development. 

ENDS 

Media enquiries: 

Funanani Netshitomboni 

Tel: 073 001 3426 

Email: FunananiN@sanedi.org.za  

Issued by: 

The South African National Energy Development Institute (SANEDI) 
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